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Genoa Township Citizen Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes – November 9, 2016 

  

 

Board Members Present: Art Reitz (President), Phil 

Gullatta, James Randas, Sara Walsh, Jeff Martin (Vice 

President), Larry King, Ullrich Mayeski, Belinda Reed 

(Secretary), Rick Stose, Jim Lytle, Stephen Ciachhi, Frank 

Bateman 

 

Board Members Absent: Kyle Heichel 

 

Police Present: Chief Stephen Gammill, Officer Pete Marlin, 

Officer Jim Denman, Interim Deputy Chief Russ Ciballi 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Art Reitz.   

 

The minutes from the September meeting were distributed.  A 

motion to approve the minutes was made by Phil Gullatta, Jeff 

Martin seconded, and the minutes were unanimously 

approved.  Per the new guidelines, Belinda Reed will submit 

the minutes to the township administrator.  

 

Chief Gammill introduced the newest addition to the 

department, Officer Pete Marlin.  Officer Marlin was approved 

at the October 13 trustee meeting.  He was formerly an officer 

with the Department of Veteran Affairs in Columbus and the 

Shawnee Hills police department.  He is a veteran of the 

Marine Corps, having served from 1996 to 2000 and an 

additional four years of reserve duty.  Officer Marlin remarked 

he is impressed with the level of community support and 

welcoming he has received and also the support of his 

colleagues and commanding officers. 
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Old Business: 

 At the July CPAC meeting, Rick Stose requested a tour of 

the police facilities and that tour will occur at the 

conclusion of tonight’s meeting. 

 Chief Gammill thanked all the volunteers and 

participants at the Halloween event. 

 

 

Chief Updates: 

 We received the CALEA full certification last month, with 

Sgt. Lyon accepting in person on our behalf.  The 

assessors made specific note of the high level of 

community support.  The recertification process will be a 

rolling four year process, with 25% of the policies due 

annually.   

 Several personnel changes have occurred.   

o Deputy Chief Rannebarger resigned.   

o Russ Ciballi is serving as interim Deputy Chief, 

while both Chief Gammill and Lt. Ciballi assess 

whether to make the appointment permanent.  Lt. 

Ciballi had already been acting as the go to for 

tactics and operations and is highly respected in the 

department.  The trustees approved the interim 

appointment. The trustees also requested further 

information as to the need for a Deputy Chief versus 

distributing those duties across the department 

personnel.  Chief Gammill feels it is not productive to 

assign additional desk duties to numerous officers, 

thereby decreasing valuable time in the field.  The 

plan is to submit Lt. Ciballi as the permanent 

Deputy Chief at the December 1 trustee meeting.   

o Lt. Thompson is retiring on December 10 with 25 

years of service.  December 9 is the annual police 
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staff meeting and a reception will be held that day at 

11 a.m. in the township hall to recognize Lt. 

Thompson.  Everyone is encouraged to stop by and 

give Lt. Thompson a big send off. 

o An officer under probationary period has been 

terminated for not meeting expectations. 

o We have three open positions, including 2 full-time 

vacancies.  Three sergeants have applied for the 

lieutenant positions and three officers have applied 

for the sergeant positions. 

 The Governor has established policies for every law 

enforcement agency in the state to meet to become 

certified under the Ohio Collaborative Initiative.  The 

policies are in three major areas: hiring, community 

relations, and use of force.  The policies are similar to 

those required to gain CALEA certification.  The state 

program is optional.  Officers are tested on the policies. 

We need to adapt the CALEA policies to meet the Ohio 

requirements and we will have those completed and 

submitted by end of Q1 2017. 

 The annual staff retreat is Thursday, November 10.  

Discussion items include 2017 goals and objectives, the 

four year strategic plan, and the governor’s Initiative 

noted above. 

 The township facilities assessment has been completed 

and has been submitted to the trustees.  The trustees 

have not yet responded to the assessment findings.  The 

findings reflect the health hazards (including black mold), 

not being ADA compliant, not meeting current building 

codes, potential issues with OSHA and police union 

requirements (no private area for female officers to 

change), and keeping crime victims and suspects 

separated during interviews/processing. 
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 There is an opening for township trustee with Rick 

Carfagna winning his state race.  Applications for the 

trustee position are due December 1 at noon and further 

information can be found on the township website. 

 There are no crimes of note to report.  There have been a 

number of residential burglaries in surrounding areas of 

Westerville, Orange Township and Columbus with the 

same suspects. 

 

Miscellaneous Discussion: 

 Rick Stose advised that he has observed children riding 

bicycles in the street at dusk and dark.  Chief Gammill 

will advise Officer Denman, since he attends the Block 

Watch meetings and will also advise of the issue in his 

social media posts. 

 Belinda Reed asked if the members wish to adhere to the 

same committee meeting schedule for 2017.  Everyone 

agreed to keep the schedule of 2nd Wednesday, every other 

month, beginning in January.  Belinda will work with 

Paul Wise to set the 2017 meetings and email the 

members with the dates. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 and a tour of the facilities 

was conducted by Chief Gammill with all meeting attendees. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Belinda Reed, Secretary 

Genoa Township Citizen Police Advisory Committee 

 


